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Powder Loads

Powder Load Identification
In the commercial market, cased powder loads are available 
in sizes ranging from .22 to .27 calibers. The power level or 
strength of a cased powder load is identified using a 12-level 
system in which a combination of six color codes and two case 
types are used. Power level 1/gray is the lowest with power 
level 12/purple being the highest. Only six color codes are 
used because there are not twelve easily distinguished colors 
available. The following table shows this identification system.

	
Power Level

	 Color Identification
		  Case Color	 Load Color
	 1	 Brass	 Gray
	 2	 Brass	 Brown
	 3	 Brass	 Green
	 4	 Brass	 Yellow
	 5	 Brass	 Red
	 6	 Brass	 Purple
	 7	 Nickel	 Gray
	 8	 Nickel	 Brown
	 9	 Nickel	 Green
	 10	 Nickel	 Yellow
	 11	 Nickel	 Red
	 12	 Nickel	 Purple


